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Marijuana Legalization in Texas
In the recent days, Republicans have been at the forefront in the campaigns that are tailored towards the legalization of marijuana for both medical and decriminalization use. During the Texas GOP Convention, it was decided that cannabis use should be endorsed by all citizens of the state of Texas since most of them have libertarian beliefs and an attitude that they should be left alone. Besides, the drug should also be seen as a source of government revenue for economic growth (Eleven marijuana-related bills, resolutions filed in the Texas Capitol this session, 2018).
Advantages 
The legalization of marijuana will be of numerous benefits both the for users, non-users and the state at large. First and foremost, the state will gain a significant amount of revenue by taxing the sellers of cannabis. For instance, in the last one year, the state of Colorado collected approximately $103 million from taxes and fees related to marijuana deals. It has also led to over 65% growth in the total revenues of the state (5 Reasons to Legalize Marijuana in Texas, 2016).
Cannabis legalization will also channel the efforts of police to more severe crimes. As reported by the FBI back in the year 2014, more than 750, 000 citizens were arrested for committing offenses that have a connection to marijuana in America. In Texas 75, 000 people were taken in for possessing the substance (Eleven marijuana-related bills, resolutions filed in the Texas Capitol this session, 2018).
Thirdly, the medical benefits of cannabis cannot be ignored. A report in one of the articles in Business Insider has listed more than 22 benefits of marijuana including controlling Seizures, glaucoma, and stopping malignant diseases. The problem of discrimination could also be terminated through the legalization of marijuana. The Civil Liberties Union of America reported that more African Americans as opposed to Caucasians (12 Pros & Cons Of Marijuana Legalization | Honestmarijuana.com, 2018).
Additionally, legalizing cannabis can help reduce congestion in prisons and also reduce the amount of money spent on the prosecution of related offenses. It is a waste of tax payer’s dollars to take marijuana crimes through the court system. Furthermore, it will help the state to abolish dangerous black markets which may continue selling the substance even to teenagers. Finally, the legalization of Cannabis will help reduce the use of more harmful drugs like opioid and alcohol (Eleven marijuana-related bills, resolutions filed in the Texas Capitol this session, 2018).
Disadvantages
On the other hand, numerous problems will be brought about by the legalization of marijuana by the legislature. In the first place, cannabis is addictive. Studies suggest that out of ten users of this substance, one develops lifetime dependency on its use. Additionally, attempts to stop the use of marijuana leads to withdrawal symptoms such as anxiety and irritability (Eleven marijuana-related bills, resolutions filed in the Texas Capitol this session, 2018).
Secondly, liberty to use marijuana could lead to more problems with the second-hand effects of smoke. This condition may make non-users develop lung problems and accumulation of the substance in their blood. Besides, it may lead to a decrease in the mental health of users. Researchers have cited that the recreational use of cannabis can lead to a reduced flow of blood to the brain resulting in cases of increased depression, Schizophrenia and memory loss (12 Pros & Cons Of Marijuana Legalization | Honestmarijuana.com, 2018).
Furthermore, marijuana changes an individual's perception and hence it may affect the judgment of drivers leading to more accidents in the state of Texas. The use of cannabis puts the lives of passengers, pedestrians and the driver at risk (5 Reasons to Legalize Marijuana in Texas, 2016).
Finally, marijuana is considered a gateway drug which gives people the go-ahead to try harder drugs. People who use the substance have been linked to the abuse of prescription drugs and Heroin (Plenty of reasons for Texas to legalize marijuana [Opinion], n.d.).
As a state legislature, I would vote for the legalization of marijuana in Texas. As outlined in this essay, there are more benefits associated with the liberty to use cannabis than there are disadvantages. The use of marijuana for health benefits is one of the reasons why I highly advocate for its legalization without forgetting the amount of revenue that will be realized by taxing dealers in this drug.
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